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FHCCA ELECTS NEW OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS  

At MAY 19th ANNUAL DINNER MEETING  
 

                      The Board of Directors and all members of FHCCA were invited to the an-
nual meeting held Tuesday, May 19, at the Appian Way Restaurant. An Italian 
buffet dinner was served at 6 p.m. before the 7 oôclock meeting. 
 Annual reports were given by the various committee chairs, and election of 
new board members and officers was held.  The new fiscal year begins July 1, 
2009.  The June meeting will include old and new board members in order for a 
smooth transition. 
 Two new board members, Denise Baldwin  and Joan Evans , will join the 
returning board membersïBoyce Baldwin , Alice Brovan , Carol Coates , Phil 
Gaziano , Barbara Hansen , Frank Jakubs , Doug Katonak , Jean Linzer , Jackie 
Miles , Jerry Miles , Sandy Myhr , Sheila Nichols , Betty Pantuso , Roger Rig-
gert , Sandi Thompson , Jaki Underwood , Jenny Willigrod and Cecil Yates . 
 The officers for the 2009-2010 year will be President-Boyce Baldwin , 
Vice President-Jenny Willigrod , Secretary-Betty Pantuso , and Treasurer-Jerry 
Miles .  Jackie Miles  will automatically serve as Past President. 
 An additional board member will be added this fall when the new Commu-
nity Band, sponsored by the FHCCA, elects its representative. 

THE PREZ SEZ  
 

 Thank you to all the 2008-09 FHCCA board mem-
bers for a fine job this past year!  This creative board 
worked well together, and I think that we accomplished a 
lot of positive work.  The new Public Forums were very 
successful; we have added 12 pieces of public art to the 
Townôs collection; we found a new location for the Poinset-
tia Tree of remembrance; our Community Chorus was the 
largest ever (80 voices); the Chamber Players and In-Home concerts both 
had record attendance; our membership drive was the most successful ever; 
the participants in our Piano Competition were outstanding; and a new type 
of fund raising eventï featuring wine, cheese and local musical talent in a 
private homeïwas successful enough that we have scheduled another one 
next fall. We also dedicated the Murphy Mobile and promised to sponsor the 
new Community Band. 
            In addition, FHCCA put the Great Tennis Ball Race to rest, donating 
our 500 tennis balls to the local high school tennis program.  It has been a 
busy year!   
        Jackie Miles  
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THE MURPHY MOBILE DEDICATION  

 

 Approximately 50 people gathered Friday, May 15, for the 
dedication of the Murphy Mobile and Mrs. Murphyôs Reading Re-
treat at McDowell Mountain School. 
 The dedication, in honor of the schoolôs late and beloved 
librarian Debbie Murphy, was attended by teachers and administra-
tors, parents and children, FHCCA representatives, and family 
members. 
 Mrs. Murphyôs Reading Retreat inside the school library fea-
tures comfortable seating, a window mural of a smiling Mrs. Murphy 
with angel wings, her photograph, and a custom rug, all inviting 
children of all ages to come and curl up with a good book. 
 Speakers at the dedication included school principal Joanne 
Meehan, PTO president Dwight Johnson, School Superintendent 
Bill Myhr, FHCCA board member Jenny Willigrod, and Mrs. Mur-
phyôs husband.  The group then went outside into the front school 
yard to dedicate the Murphy Mobile and its plaque, in memory of 
Debbie Murphy. 
 FHCCAôs Jenny Willigrod conceived the idea of the Murphy 

Mobile after seeing a student-painted pickup truck 
at a San Diego museum.  After obtaining permis-
sion from school officials, she located a car with no 
innards or windows at a valley scrap-metal facility 
and rounded up volunteers to put it in place.  Art-
ists from the Fountain Hills Artistsô Gallery painted 
it gaily to set an example for the second grade stu-
dents who will now repaint it annually. 
 Willigrod gratefully thanked all the volun-
teers who helped to make her vision come true on 
a shoestring budget.  Volunteers included East 
Valley Pic-A-Part, Fountain Hills Construction 
Clean Up, Otto Trucking, Bercel Construction, 
Steadfast Construction, Wolf Brothersô Construc-
tion, Paulôs Ace Hardware, Ft. McDowell Sand & Gravel, All Pro Towing, the Fountain Hills Artistsô Gal-
lery, and members of the Fountain Hills Boy Scout Troop 444.  

Jenny Willigrod speaking at 

the Murphy Mobile dedica-

tion.  A picture of Debbie 

Murphy hangs on the wall 

behind Jenny.  

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANTS  
 

 FHCCA is pleased to announce that the organization has received $5,000 in grant money from the 
Fountain Hills Community Foundation. 
 Of these funds, $2,000 has been designated by the Foundation for the purchase of the African 
stone sculpture ñAll Day Jobò which has been placed on loan near the performance pad in Fountain Park.  
The Public Art committee is currently heading a fund raising campaign to collect the remaining amount 
needed to purchase this piece from the Zuma Gallery in Scottsdale. 
 The Community Chorus and Chamber Players are combining their Foundation grants, totaling 
$3,000, to produce an ñExperience the Arts Dayò for local 4th and 5th graders.  The plan is for all of these 
students--whether in public school, charter school, or home schoolïto be brought to the Fountain Hills 
Community Center one day next fall where they will hear and interact with the Chorus and the Chamber 
musicians.  Finally, they will be led by docents on a tour of the Community Center areaôs public art collec-
tion.  As a result, the children will have the opportunity to experience and appreciate many of the fine arts 
that abound in our community. 
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COMMUNITY CHORUS MEMBERS ARE HEADED TO HAWAII  
 
 

 Several members of the Fountain Hills Community Chorus are currently rehearsing for 
a trip to Hawaii in June.  They will be traveling with the SanTan Chorale, also 
directed by Matthew Frable . 
 The combined choirs will appear in several performances throughout 
Oahu in celebration of  Hawaiiôs 50

th
 birthday.  One of the performances will 

feature patriotic tunes on the deck of the USS Battleship Missouri.  This is the 
ship where Gen. Douglas MacArthur signed the treaty to end World War II in 
Tokyo Bay.  The culmination of the tour will be a combined concert with a lo-
cal Hawaiian community chorus.   

 

NEW PUBLIC ART PIECE IS òQUACKERSó 

 

The Fountain Hills Cultural & Civic Association is grateful 
for a generous donation to our Public Art committee by Dr. 
and Mrs. Michael McGonigle .  The McGonigles saw a 
photo of Mike Dwyerôs sculpture ñQuackersò in last 
monthôs State of the Arts column in Letôs Go, and called to 
say they would like to purchase the piece in honor of their 
grandchildren.  ñQuackersò will be placed near the chil-
drenôs area in Fountain Park. 

FOUNTAIN HILLS PARK PUMPHOUSE WALL IS BEING REDECORATED  
 

 You may have observed that one of the murals on the Fountain Hills Park wall has 
been looking like a patch-work quilt lately.  Because the wall developed several cracks, the 
Parks and Recreation Department did some obvious 
repairs. 
 Thanks to many different volunteers, the wall is 
being redecorated through the coordination of FHCCA 
and Parks and Recreation. 
 On May 18, volunteers from our local Target 
store painted a neutral base coat on the wall, covering 
the mural painted by student artists from Fountain Hills 
High School several years ago.  The following week a 
new crop of student artists, under the supervision of 
FHHS art teacher Karla Primosch , will paint a new 
mural on that section of the wall. 
 While the project had been scheduled for the cooler months, several unexpected de-
lays occurred.  And since this month has seen above average temperatures, this has truly 
been a project of sweat, (but hopefully no blood or tears). 
 The FHCCA is grateful to all those who were involved in helping to beautify our park!  


