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BUY A PLANT FOR THE POINSETTIA TREE  
  

 The Fountain Hills Cultural & Civic Association is 
once again sponsoring its traditional live poinsettia tree.  
This year the tree is located near the Community Center 
for greater visibility. 

 The frame of this 14-foot high tree was designed and 
constructed by Fountain Hills resident Neal Ipema.   It 
holds 220 live poinsettia plants which have been sup-
plied by Safewayôs floral department. 

 The FHCCA is seeking donors to buy individual 
plants for a tax-deductible $20 donation.  Buying one of 
these poinsettias is a wonderful way to recognize a spe-
cial friend, or to remember the life of a loved one.  The 
names of both the donor and the honoree are posted on a board next to the poin-
settia tree. 

 Order forms are available at the Community Center, Gridley's and Foun-
tain Fashions.  Or you can download a form from our website, 
www.fountainhillscca.org.   Checks should be made payable to FHCCA and 
mailed to PO Box 18254, Fountain Hills, AZ  85269. 

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE  
Sandi Thompson, Chair  

Theodore Roosevelt, the Conservationist , 
a larger than life-size representation of our 
23rd President, by artist Dan Snarr, donated 
by a group of local residents who call them-
selves the ñDakota-Arizonaò connection.  
This piece was installed in Fountain Park 
next to the flagpole on Saguaro Blvd. 

Things have been very active 
over the last few weeks for the Public 
Art Committee.  The Town Council 
has approved a new master plan for 
the acquisition of public art in Foun-
tain Hills.  This new master plan reaf-
firms the commitment of the Council 
to the promotion of public art in our 
community.  The plan was approved 
on December 4th, after several 
months of negotiation among a com-
mittee consisting of representatives 
of the Public Art Committee, town 
staff members, representatives of the 
Community Center Advisory Com-
mission and the Parks and Recrea-
tion Commission and the Town Attor-
neyôs office. (continued on page 2) 

http://www.fountainhillscca.org/
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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE  

(continued from p. 1)  The Town has acquired its first piece of art to be purchased from the new Percent 

For Art public art fund.  That piece was Freedom  by local artists Jim and Judy Dodson. 

Seven other new pieces of art have been approved.  These include: 

 (1) ñLast Doll ò by Native American  artist Doug Hyde.  This piece, donated by Rolland and Jean 
Lorenz has been installed near the splash park in Fountain Park 

 (2) ñWhere have all the Mammoths Goneò by artist Martha Pettigrew.  It was installed near the 
museum. It was paid for by a grant from the Civic Association public art fund and a matching gift from 
Jackie & Jerry Miles. 

 (3) ñTheodore Roosevelt, the Conservationistò (see page 1) 

 (4) ñJoyò a piece of African art by artist Dominic Benhura, loaned to the Town by the Zuva Gal-
lery in Scottsdale, 

 (5) ñLovers  ñ by African artist Witness Bonjisi, donated to the Town by the Zuva Gallery. 

 (6) ñAn All Day Jobò by African artist Rasheas Mukwari, loaned to the Town by the Zuva Gal-

lery.  Joy, Lovers and An All Day Job will be installed at various locations in Fountain Park. 

 7) ñBeginningò a ceramic wall hanging by artist Alan Snyder, donated to the Cultural Council by 
Harold & Verrla Been.   This has been installed in the lobby of the Community Center. 

 These acquisitions bring our public art collection to more than 50 pieces, more if we count the 
several fountains on the Avenue of the Fountains median.  We are well on our way to having the largest 
public art collection in the Southwest United States. 

THE IN - HOME CONCERT COMMITTEE  

IS CELEBRATING ITS 17th SEASON  
 

 The FHCCA In-Home Concert Committee is 
chaired by Carol Coates .  This group presents qual-
ity jazz and classical concerts in the intimate setting 
of private homes in Fountain Hills.  The featured art-
ists are all well-respected, world renowned and local 
artists.  
 The Sunday afternoon concerts take place at 
4 p.m. during the winter season.  Complimentary re-
freshments are served while the patrons visit with the 
artists during intermission. 
 There are three concerts in both the jazz and 
classical series.  Series tickets are offered for sale to 
FHCCA members before they are offered to the gen-
eral public, when tickets to individual concerts may 
also be purchased.  This year the jazz series sold out 
in November.  There are still a few tickets available to 
some of the classical concerts.  The ticket chairman 
is Jean Linzer , 837-3214. 
 The 2009 season features the following jazz 
artists: Vicki McDermitt and Judy Roberts on January 
4; Vismaya on February 8; and the Mike Kocour Trio 
on March 15.  The classical artists this year are: 
Chamber Music Plus, January 25; Mellis Calvert Duo 
on February 15; and the Fountain Hills Chamber 
Players Woodwind Quintet on March 29. 

2008 BUSINESS SHOWCASE  
 

Betty Pantuso , secretary of the Fountain 
Hills Cultural & Civic Association, organ-
ized FHCCAôs participation in this yearôs 
Chamber of Commerce  Business Show-
case, which was held at the Community 
Center October 29th.   She has recom-
mended that we participate in this event 
again next year. 
 A large number of people attended 
and many showed an interest in the bro-
chures we had on display which listed the 
dates of our many events.  Several peo-
ple said they were new in town and were 
delighted to find so many cultural events 
offered. 
 Fortuitously, the Fountain Hills 
Times featured an article the same day 
about the FHCCA Public Forums.  Jenny 
Willigrod  had made a poster regarding 
the participants who would  be leading 
theses forums, and many people who had 
read about this in the newspaper stopped 
and asked for more information. 
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THE FOUNTAIN HILLS COMMUNITY CHORUS  
 

 The Community Chorus is another entity of the Fountain Hills Cultural & Civic As-
sociation.   Boyce Baldwin  is the chairman of this committee and also president of the 
Chorus. 
 This fall 55 singers presented their winter concert entitled ñHoliday Placesò on 
Sunday afternoon, December 7th, and Monday night, December 8th, at the Community 
Center. 
 The Chorus has made several additional appearances as well.  On November 8th 
the group sang patriotic selections at the 2008 Prayer Gathering sponsored by Christians 
Teaching Wisdom.  The event was held in Fountain Park, and the keynote speaker was Senator Jon 
Kyl.  Then on November 12th the Chorus performed a Holiday Concert preview for 160 members of 
Friends in the Hills at their luncheon in the Community Center. 
 Another concert preview was performed for the Noon Kiwanis club on December 4th.  Also on its 
schedule is a performance on December 17 for the Fountain Hills Womenôs Club and on December 18 
for the Temple Lights program at the Mormon Temple in Mesa. 
 After a two-week break, the Chorus will start preparations the first week of January for its  
Spring Concert in April.  The Chorus is directed by Matthew Frable .  Joan Evans is assistant director, 
and Lois McElligott is the groupôs very fine accompanist. 

JURIED ART SHOW  
 

 The FHCCAôs 14th annual Juried Art Show will hang in the Community Center January 7-29.  
Artists, sculptors and photographers from Fountain Hills, CopperWynd, Cordabella, Rio and Tonto 
Verde, and Fort McDowell are invited to participate. 

 Jurors will be nationally recognized artists Judith Spitz , Tom Haas (both of 
Phoenix), and Arizona Highways photographer and instructor Jerry Sieve of Care-
free.  Information and entry forms may be picked up at the Community Center or 
from Jackie Miles , 837-3214.  All entries must be pre-registered by December 30. 
 Up to two entries may be entered by each artist, and there is a $15 entry fee.  
.  The artwork will be received at the Community Center on Wednesday, January 7, 
2009, between 9 a.m. and 12 noon for jurying that afternoon.   Those works selected 

for the show will hang until Thursday, January 29. 
 Artwork must be original, completed within the last three years, and never before shown in an 
exhibit at the Community Center.  Categories of artwork will be acrylics, graphics, mixed media, oils, 
pastels or charcoal, photography, porcelain, hand thrown pottery, sculpture (wood, glass, clay, metal, 
paper of fiber) and watercolor.  Ribbons will be awarded for first and second place, third place, honor-
able mention, and best of show. 
 A reception to honor the artists will be held at the Community Center on Friday, January 16, 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m.  The public is encouraged to participate in the reception. 

FOUNTAIN HILLS CHAMBER PLAYERS  
 

 Alice Brovan , chairman of the Fountain Hills Chamber Players, reports that this is the 
12th year that the chamber musicians have been in existence.  The first of this yearôs con-
cert series began with a large and enthusiastic audience at the Shepherd of the Hills Lu-
theran Church on Sunday, November 9.   

 Preceding the music of Beethoven, Francaix and Dvorak, a ñmeet the musicians chatò at 2:30 p.m. 
was presented as an informal interview with one of the performers.  In this intimate setting, the audience 
had an opportunity to hear some of the insights and special thoughts about the music from the artists. 

 The remaining two concerts will be presented at the same venue on January 18th and March 15th 
with a wide range of fascinating music from all eras.  All of the Sunday afternoon concerts begin at 3 
p.m.  Tickets are $15 and may be purchased at the door. 
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FOUNTAIN HILLS PIANO COMPETITION  
 

 Plans for the 2009 juried Fountain Hills Piano Competition are well underway.  For the third year, tal-
ented classical piano students, ages 11 to 18, from throughout Maricopa County will be competing for a 
total of $5,000 in prize money. 

 Three rounds of competition begin in February and culminate with an Honors 
Recital on Sunday, March 8, at the Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church.  The public 
is invited to attend this inspirational program, which is free of charge, when six final-
ists will perform and compete for the top prizes. 

 An outstanding panel of judges has been selected to choose the winners.  This 
competition continues to attract recognition for Fountain Hills as a community that 
values, supports, and encourages musical excellence.  The chairman of this event 
is Alice Brovan .  Other members of the committee are Carol Coates , Jean Linzer , Lois McElligott , 

Jackie Miles , Edith Roberts , Sandi Thompson , and Lee Van Camp .  

FOUNTAIN HILLS PUBLIC FORUM  

 
Over 115 people attended the 1st Fountain Hills Public Fo-
rum to hear Denis Eagan discuss his topic of ñIslam vs. 
Islamistò.  ñWe definitely had a high turn-out for this eventò, 
said Jenny Willigrod , Cultural and Civic Association repre-
sentative.  ñThere is a desire in our community for educa-
tional programming and this event helps fulfill that need.  
The Fountain Hills Public Forum is a joint effort on part of 
the Fountain Hills Cultural & Civic Association (FHCCA), the 
Fountain Hills Community Center and the Fountain Hills 
Senior Activity Center to provide quality public speaking en-
gagements on current topics of public interest.   The forum is 
held in the evenings at the Community Center from 6:00 - 
8:00pm with an approximately one hour topic followed by a 
question and answer session. There will be four more speak-
ers for the 2008-2009 year.  These include the following 
dates and topics: 
 

 
 

Patti Milligan, MS, RD, CNS - Thursday, January 15th - Everyday Toxins: What are you really consuming?   
 

Dr. Robert Balling - February 12th - The Heated Debate: Greenhouse Predictions Versus Climate Reality  
 

Joseph L. Cavinato , Ph.D. - Wednesday, March 4th - Insights into Economic Globilization: What are the  
World's Hottest Economies and What's the Real Story on Outsourcing?  

 

Roy Herberger - Tuesday, March 17th - 21st Century Educational Challenges  

 

If you would like to register for the forum, please go to http://fh.az.gov/events/   or stop by the Foun-
tain Hills Community Center and fill out a registration. The  registration process aids the Community 
Center with room reservation and set-up.  The forum is free to all members of Senior Services, the 
Fountain Hills Cultural & Civic Association, all teachers and administrators and students 18 years or 
younger or with student ID's. Cost for the forum is $5.00 for all others.  If you would like more informa-
tion on the forum, please go to http://fh.az.gov/events/  or call 816 -5201.  If you have suggestions for 
topics or speakers, please call the forum hotline at 816-5201 and leave a message. 

Roger Riggert from the Fountain Hills Cul-
tural and Civic Association, Guest Speaker 
Denis Eagan, and  Kelley Fonville  of Sen-
ior Services prepare for the first Fountain 
Hills Public Forum.  

http://fh.az.gov/events/
http://fh.az.gov/events/
http://fh.az.gov/events/
http://fh.az.gov/events/
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THE MURPHY MOBILE MOTORS INTO FOUNTAIN HILLS  

 Buckle up your seat belts, the Murphy Mobile is mo-
toring into Fountain Hills.  The Murphy Mobile is a public 
art project sponsored by the  Fountain Hills Cultural & 
Civic Association.  

 Fountain Hills is a community highly committed to the 
arts and currently boasts 54 pieces of public art located 
through out the town. The Murphy Mobile will be an ongo-
ing public art piece placed at McDowell Mountain Ele-
mentary School. Children will be able to paint and repaint 
the car every year in a theme of their choosing. The Mur-
phy Mobile is dedicated to the memory of Debbie Mur-
phy , a long-time teacher and librarian in the Fountain 
Hills Unified School District.  

 The Murphy Mobile's first stop is Fountain Hills Art-
ists' Gallery where it'll get an initial colorful, new paint job 
-- compliments of the Gallery artists on Sunday, January 
11, 2009. The newly painted Murphy Mobile will be on 
display outside Fountain Hills Artists' Gallery from Sun-
day, January 11th through Sunday, February 1st.  

    On Wednesday, January 14th, Fountain Hills Artists' 
Gallery will host an "Art on the Avenue" Wine and 
Cheese Reception in the honor of the Murphy Mobile. 
The reception runs from 5 PM until 8 PM.  After February 
1st, the Murphy Mobile will be transported to McDowell 
Mountain Elementary School, placed its newly renovated 
playground, and painted over and over again, by the 
school children flexing their creative muscles.  

      The following individuals and/or businesses have 
worked tirelessly to make the Murphy Mobile a reality:  

Car - donated by the East Valley Pic-A-Part.  

Granite - donated by Fort McDowell Sand and Gravel  

Granite Hauling - donated by Otto Trucking  

General Contractor and Curb Pouring Labor - John Ber-
cel of Bercel Construction  

Removal of Slide - Kevin Halford, Fountain Hills Con-
struction Clean Up  

Excavation & Grading of playground and Dirt Disposal- 
Steadfast Construction  

Curb Forming and Labor - donated by Larry Wolf of Wolf 
Brother's Construction  

Granite Placement - donated by the Boy Scouts  

Towing and Car Placement - donated by All Pro Towing  

Initial Murphy Mobile Painting - donated by Fountain Hills Art-
ists' Gallery  

Fountain Hills Boy Scouts - (back) Alex Osborn, Christian 
McErlean, Syna Sattari, Nick Perreault, Colin McWilliams, Josh 
Saunders, and Scoutmaster Sean McWilliams (front) Ryan 
Chauncey, Keith McWilliams, Chris Wagner, and Will Willigrod  


